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Testimonies in favour of Vaccination. [Nov. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



TESTIMONIES IN FAVOUR OF VACCI- 
NATION;"" EXTRACTID FROM THE 
APPENDIX TO THE REPORT OP THE 
NATIONAL VACCINE ESTABLISH- 
MENT,* APniL 22d, 1813. 

Copy of a Letter from the President 
of the Royal College of Physicians, 
Edinburgh. 

February 20th, 1813. 
Sir, 

IN reply to your letter of the 5th 
January, I am directed by trie 
Royal College of Physicians to in- 
form you that during the year 
1612, Vaccination has continued to 
bo practised in this city as formerly, 
with uninterrupted success; that 
there have -been very few instances 
where inoculation for the small pox 
has been insisted On ; and that the 
mortality from natural small-pox has, 
in as far as the Royal Coljege 
can judge, been very inconsiderable 
in this part of Scot land. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

James Hamilton, Jun. M.A. 
President. 
To D^t. FIehviy, Register of the 

National Vaccine Institution. 

Communications from the Roy..i Col- 
lege of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 
The Royal College of Surgeons of 
Edinburgh, in reply to ihe request 
of the National Vaccine Board, have 
only to announce, as on former oc- 
casions, their unanimous and undi- 
minished confidence in the security 
which r&ccination affords against 
the snv.ii! pox They have also every 
reason to believe, that the public 



• The Report of the Vaccine Establish- 
ment was published at page 142, Vol. 11 ; 
and the Resolutions of t!i£ Royal College 
of Surgeons, at page 494, Vol. 10, of the 
Belfast Magazine. 



confidence remains undiminished. 
Among the higher ranks, vaccina- 
tion continues to be universally prac- 
tised, and though among the lower 
orders it "has rather diminished for 
the last two or three years, the Col- 
lege attribute this entirely to the ab- 
sence of any alarm from small-pox, 
and in no degree to a want of confi- 
dence in vaccination ; for such want 
of confidence would naturally have 
led to applications for variolous in- 
oculation; and this has not occurred 
within the knowledge of any mem- 
ber of the college. 

The college regret, that from the 
want of regular public registers, they 
are unable to give any account of 
the mortality from small-pox in Scot- 
land, or the proportion of the popu- 
lation that has been secured against 
small-pox by vaccination. They 
beg leave to suggest the propriety 
and importance of adopting some 
plan by which this knowledge may 
be obtained ; for there is every rea- 
son to believe; that as small pox be- 
comes more rare, vaccination will, 
among the lower orders, be still more 
neglected. 

James Law, President. 
Edinburgh, \5th January, 1813. 



Copy of a Letter front the President of 
the Faculty of Physicians and Sur- 
geons in Glasgow. 

Glasgow, 17th Feb. 1813. 
Sir, 
Your Letter of the 5th of Janu- 
ary, having been laid before the 
Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons, 
a Committee was appointed to re- 
port thereon, and reported aj fol- 
lows: 

" The Committee appointed to re- 
port to the Board of the National 
Vaccine Establishment, on the pro- 
gress of vaccination in Glasgow, 
beg leave to state, that the dea; lis 
by small- pox, in the year 1812, have 
in that city amounted to 24; where- 
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as, the average number of deaths 
from 1S01 to 1S0K exceeded 100, 
and the deaths for the seven years; 
previous to the introduction of vac- 
cination, exceed 200 yearly, though 
the population Iiaso!" late years great- 
ly increased ; that eleven hundred 
and sixty-two have been gratuitous- 
ly vaccinated at the Faculty-ball 
this year, besides the private pa- 
tients of all the medical practition- 
ers in town ; and that the practice 
of inoculation for small pox is totally 
discontinued, and the confidence in 
the preventive power of vaccination 
continues unabated." 

(Signed) James -Monteath, 
B. W. King, 
Wm. Anderson. 

The Faculty unanimously approve 
of this Report, and ordered a copy 
of it to be transmitted by the Prasses 
to the Bourd of the National Vac- 
cine Establishment. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most obedient servant, 

J. Balmanno, M.D, 
Pi asses ot Faculty. 

Report of the Royal College of Sur- 
geons in Ireland, 
Dublin, Feb. 5th, 1813, 
Si*, 
I have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of you* letter of the 5th 
ultimo, addressed to the President of 
the Rwyat College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, requesting the further opi- 
nion of the College on the practice 
of vaccination and its effects; and 
inquiring if the practice of inocula- 
tion for the small pox obtains in Ire- 
land ; and what may be the morta* 
lily from the natural small-pox dur- 
ing the -year 1812: and I am direct- 
ed by the College to state in reply 
tlfo reto, that since they had tb>. ho- 
nour of communicating with you on 
this subject early in the tot year, 



no circumstance has occurred to in- 
duce them to alter the favourable 
opinion they expressed on the prac- 
tice of vaccination. 

Genuine cow-pox, considered ns 
a disease, appears to the College to 
be characterised by mildness, sel- 
dom 'induces any very obvious con- 
stitutional indisposition during its 
progress; and, it is believed," has 
uniformly proved an effectual pre- 
vention of small-pox. 

A few cases of small-pox succeed- 
ing to vaccination, have been report- 
ed to the College to have occurred 
since the last communication; but, 
in these, either the cow-pox vesicle 
was imperfectly formed, or the other 
appearances, the existence of which 
is necessary to mark the true dis- 
ease, were unsatisfactory. And fur- 
ther, the number of these cases is 
.so small in proportion to that of vat- 
cinated'persons who are known to 
have resisted variolous conta«iou, 
particularly during the year 1812, 
that the conndaiice- hitherto placed 
by the College in the tUrti-Vanolous 
effects of cow pox remains unshaken. 
For several years, the members 
and licentiates of the College of Sari 
geons, and, it is believed, ail regu- 
lar physicians and apothecaries in 
Ireland, have adopted the practice 
of vaccination; but it has been as- 
certained, that some unauthorized 
practitioners continue to inoculate 
for the small- pox, and thus renovate 
and support sources of contagion. 

To this small practice has been 
ascribed the prevalence of natural 
small- poK, as an epidemic, in Dub- 
lin ; and<'- throughout the country, 
during the -greater part of last year, 
the mortality occasioned by which, 
the College regret to be obliged to 
state, wrs very considerable, but 
the number camsoi be ascertained, 
as returns are not made by the pa- 
rishes. 



